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We print 3000 of this, and I am empowered to offer you one
third of the edition, Messrs. Longman & Co. and Mr. Murray
having each the same share: the terms, twelve months* accep-
tance for paper and print, and half profits at six months, granted
now as under. The over copies will pay the charge for adver-
tising. I am, etc.,	johk ballaktyne.
Charge —
22 sheets printing, — £3 15 0	£82 10 0
145 reams demy,     —   110 0	217 10 0
£300 0 0
3000 at 85. £1200 0 0
Cost,   300 0 0
£900 0 0 profit — One half is £450.
Before Scott reached Harwich, he knew that this offer
had been accepted without hesitation; and thenceforth,
accordingly, he threw his daily letters to his wife into
the form of communications meant for an imaginary
group, consisting of a spinster sister, a statistical laird,
a rural clergyman of the Presbyterian Kirk, and a bro-
ther, a veteran officer on half-pay. The rank of this
last personage corresponded, however, exactly with that
of his own elder brother, John Scott, who also, like the
Major of the book, had served in the Duke of York's
unfortunate campaign of 1797; the sister is only a slen-
der disguise for his aunt Christian Eutherford, already
often mentioned; Lord Somerville, long President of the
Board of Agriculture, was Paul's laird; and the shrewd
and unbigoted Dr. Douglas of Galashiels was his "min-
ister of the gospel." These epistles, after having been
devoured by the little circle at Abbotsford, were trans-
mitted to Major John Scott, his mother, and Miss Ruth-
erford, in Edinburgh; from their hands they passed to
those of James Ballantyne and Mr. Erskine, both of
whom assured me that the copy ultimately sent to the
press consisted, in great part, of the identical sheets that

